
 

STATEMENT FROM WEST MICHIGAN PHANTOM HOCKEY GENERAL MANAGER 

 

“West Michigan Phantom Hockey and our network of affiliates and rinks continue to monitor the 
COVID19/Coronavirus outbreak that continues to spread across the globe.  As we as a community push from 
Week #1 into Week #2 of this virus’s drastic affects in our area, we continue to encourage everyone to follow the 
recommendations of the Center for Disease Control, state and local officials to limit our exposure and reduce 
spread.  We are facing a situation that many of us have never experienced before in our lives.  The more we limit 
our exposure to others (no more than groups of 10), wash our hands/surfaces, maintain healthy habits and listen 
and follow the guidance from the professionals, the quicker life for everyone will return to normal and quicker we 
can return to the ice to play the game we love.  Walker Ice & Fitness is currently shut-down until April 6, 
Lakeshore Sports Center is shut-down until March 30, Mercy Health Arena is shut-down until further notice.  We 
expect these rinks and other public facilities to re-announce even longer closures that are expected to push into 
mid/late April.  Do your part…and follow the guidelines and recommendations of the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC).   Those guidelines can be found below and at the end of this Statement. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Players: During this play stoppage and again just before play resumes, wash all equipment and spray 

equipment (NOT JERSEYS) with a bleach/water mix.  Wipe down and wash all equipment. 
 Everyone: Avoid groups of 10 or more people 
 Everyone: Practice frequent and meticulous hand-washing with soap and water or alcohol-based hand 

rub for at least 20 seconds 
 Everyone: Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands 
 Everyone: Cover your nose and mouth when coughing and/or sneezing with a tissue or elbow  
 Everyone: Avoid close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms  
 Everyone: Quarantine anyone who is sick 
 Everyone: Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 
 Everyone: Visit www.CDC.gov for more information and recommendations 

 

NEED HELP? 

As mentioned, this COVID19 outbreak across the world is creating experiences that many of us have never seen 
before.  From restaurants closing their sitting rooms, grocery stores running out of select cleaning supplies, water 
and even food, to states shutting down and closing all non-essential businesses and workplaces, these times can 
be very frightening and scary for many.  I would encourage any one of our Phantom, Locomotive or Zombie 
players or families to reach out to this group or myself privately if you are in need of anything…Cleaning supplies, 
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water, bread, food and/or assistance with anything relating to this COVID19 virus.   It was my teammates that 
helped push me through the loss of my dad, it was teammates that were there when other players faced injury 
either hockey related or work related, it was teammates that were there to help grieve and show compassion 
during the loss of other teammates’ family members, it was teammates that were there to get us through job loss, 
job layoffs, breakups, storm damage and nearly every other event that comes through the course of life.  It will be 
teammates that can help us push forward through this worldwide pandemic.  From the Phantoms, Locomotives 
and Zombies and our fans and family, we as a group have people with a wide variety of skills and knowledge.  Use 
this knowledge from our network to help you in completing projects, giving advice and handling the everyday 
struggles of life and/or this virus.  No one is an expert, but together we all can give something to help each other 
through this COVID19 outbreak.  As a little example from earlier this week, one member of Phantoms ‘Phan-Crew’ 
(group message thread for fans) could not locate bread in any store.  Within minutes, someone else replied with a 
location that it could be purchased at and even offered to pick it up for them.  Whether it is small help or large 
help, we as the Phantoms, Locomotives, Zombies or friends can and need to work together as a giant team to get 
through this.  Another example is a player’s wife who is in the medical field, mentioned to me to ensure I get rest 
and stay hydrated during this time to stay healthy.  We all know about hand washing, but I forgot that resting and 
hydrating play a large part in keeping our body healthy and immune system as powerful and strong as possible.   
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING 
A term that many by now most likely dislike.  However, as we continue through these challenging times, be sure 
we are maintaining Social Distancing recommendations by the CDC.  While most of us would consider ourselves 
healthy, we do not know about everyone’s relatives and children who may be vulnerable.  At first, it appeared this 
virus was attacking the eldery and those when known medical conditions, however, in recent days, it has spread 
to the younger generations…like us and we all need to stay away and give it time.  The less social interaction we 
have with everyone during these times, the quicker we as a globe can begin to push forward without COVID19.    

 
 
 
 
 
     
 
Kevin Wootton 
Phantom Hockey General Manager 



 

 
 



 


