
 
 
MUSKEGON’S RICH HOCKEY HISTORY COLLIDES WITH PHANTOM HOCKEY HISTORY 

The Rink & the Zephyrs: The 2020-21 hockey season 
marks the 61st year of hockey at the corner of Fourth Street 
and Western Avenue in Downtown Muskegon. However, 
Muskegon's hockey history started decades before the 1960 
Zephyrs. The first team played at The Mart Dock (currently 
still standing behind the arena on Muskegon Lake) during the 
1934-35 season. They were called the Reds and played 
teams from Windsor, Detroit and Sarnia. The league was the 
Michigan/Ontario Hockey League (MOHL). The Reds stayed 
in the MOHL until 1938, when the area returned to amateur 
status and the team became the Sailors. With the start of 
World War II, the Mart was transformed into a cold storage 
facility to meet the needs of the time and, inside, hockey 
came to an end, although outside hockey still drew local 
crowds. In the early 1950s, Louis Carlisle Walker announced 
that he would personally donate $1 million dollars for an 
arena. In 1959, the ground-breaking occurred and hockey 
returned to Muskegon in 1960 when Jerry DeLise spent 
$25,000 to buy a franchise in the International Hockey 
League and nicknamed the team the Zephyrs. The 1960-61 
season was full of ups and downs. The first Zephyrs goal 
was scored by Stan Konrad against the Omaha Knights. The 
first championship season for Muskegon occurred in 1961-62 
as the Zephyrs won both the IHL's Huber and Turner 
Trophies. It was the first professional sports championship 
for a Muskegon team.  

 

 

Mohawks: At the start of the 1965-66 season, changes were 
made and the team became the Mohawks.  For almost 20 
years, supporters would cheer for the Mohawks as they 
captured six Huber Cup Trophies and one Turner Cup for the 
playoff championship during the 1967-68 season. That 1967-
68 team is considered one of the best teams to play in 
Muskegon. The squad was loaded with talent and lost only 
17 contests. Take a look at the list of players: Bryan McLay, 

West Michigan Phantom Hockey: When it comes to 
recreational sports, rarely is there a team that is able to 
remain together for a long period of time. One of those 
rare occurrences is the success that the West Michigan 
Phantoms have enjoyed since the team began playing 
during September of 2002. While the first game under the 
Phantom name did not occur until September 13, 2002, the 
group that originally made up the Phantoms dates back 
nearly three years prior. The group started out in drop-in 
hockey at the Fun Spot in Muskegon. For nearly three 
years, every Sunday night would be a gathering place for a 
selected group of players to come and enjoy the game of 
hockey. The Fun Spot, now known as Jumpin' Jupiter 
Skating Center, created an indoor location for Muskegon 
area players to play in-line hockey.  
 

 
 
 
 
Entering Men’s League: During the Summer of 2002, with 
temperatures hot outside and even hotter inside, it was 
decided to not continue indoor hockey during the summer.   
The stoppage of Sunday hockey at the Fun Spot created a 
problem for those players that still wanted to play a 
somewhat organized brand of hockey. Under the 
organization from Art Dorsey and Kevin Wootton, the two 
learned about an indoor organized facility in Grandville, 
Michigan called Rivertown Sports. During the summer, the 
two contacted several former Fun Spot players and decided 
to create a team for the upcoming fall season at Rivertown 
Sports. Prior to the start of Rivertown hockey, the two 
sealed an agreement with the L.C. Walker Arena to allow 
the players to practice on the arena's concrete floor. That 
practice would be the perfect start to develop the team and 
prepare it for much stronger competition in the Grand 
Rapids suburb. During the several practices that took place, 
the players all voted on a team name and team jerseys and 
Kevin Wootton used those final tallies to create the look and 
name that the newly formed team displayed at Rivertown 
Sports during the September 13, 2002 season opener.  The 
Phantoms played at Rivertown Sports from September 

The Mart Dock/Auditorium (Behind Mercy Health Arena) 
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Joe Kastelic, Bob Tombari, Gary Ford (league scoring 
leader), Carl Brewer (league's best defenseman), Tim Tabor 
and Bob Perani (league's best goaltenders), Lynn Margarit 
(league penalty leader with 349 minutes) and Hugh Harris 
(future National Hockey League player). 

 

Lumberjacks: The 1984-85 season brought in a new owner, 
Larry Gordon, who purchased the team for $1 to keep 
hockey in the Port City and the Lumberjacks were born. The 
team was still a member of the IHL and success came 
immediately, finishing their inaugural season with 50 wins, 
something that hadn't happened in Muskegon since 1961-
'62.  The Lumberjacks won three Huber Trophies (87-88, 88-
89 and 89-90) and two Turner Cups (85-86) during their time 
in the IHL, all while playing franchises based in larger IHL 

2002 through the Fall 2006 season, when the team decided 
to shift to a newer arena located near Cedar Springs, 
Michigan called Cedar Rock Sports Plex.  The Phantoms 
remained at Cedar Rock sports from the Winter of 2006 
through the Spring 2011 when Cedar Rock announced they 
were stopping inline hockey and converting the facility to an 
ice hockey rink. 
 

 
 
 
 
Onto the Ice: With other ice hockey rinks closer to the 
group, the team decided to begin a new era at Walker Ice & 
Fitness. In May of 2011, the Phantoms began their first 
season ever on ice.  Since May 2011, Walker Ice & Fitness 
has been the home to Phantom Hockey and as we speak, 
the team is enrolled in it’s 20th season of ice hockey and 
20th season at Walker Ice & Fitness.(all combined, the 
current season is the team’s 50th season)  (Men’s league 
ice  season’s normally feature two seasons during a 
calendar year: Winter and Summer, inline seasons feature 
four seasons during a calendar year: Spring, Summer, Fall, 
Winter).   
 

 
 
 
 

Face-off of the IHL Championship at the L.C. Walker Arena in 1986.  
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cities like Phoenix, San Diego and Salt Lake City. 

Fury: In 1992, Larry Gordon moved the team to Cleveland to 
compete in the IHL and Tony Lisman brought in a new 
franchise, the Muskegon Fury, which competed in the 
Colonial (CoHL) and then United Hockey Leagues (UHL). In 
2007, the Fury joined the newly reformed IHL after the UHL 
folded. The new leagues turned out to be good matches for a 
city the size of Muskegon, and the Fury continued to thrill 
and draw fans in support of their local heroes. 
 
Muskegon would win two Tarry Cups and four Colonial Cups 
during these years. Fans cheered for players like Todd 
Charlesworth, Mike and Scott Feasby, Steve Herniman, Rob 
Melanson, Todd Robinson, Robin Bouchard and Rustyn 
Dolyny. Former US Women's National Team goaltender Erin 
Whitten appeared in four games for the Fury in 1995-96. 

 

 
 
Return of the Lumberjacks: In 2008, the Fury franchise 
was saved by brothers Jeff and Stacey Patulski, along with 
the help of Muskegon native Tim Taylor.  The new owners 
looked to restore the team to its glory years, starting with 
returning the name to the Lumberjacks.  The 2008-09 
season saw the return of Robinson and Bouchard to 
Muskegon.  The Lumberjacks made a run for the Turner Cup 
in their first season, only to fall short to Fort Wayne in the 
Finals.  

Junior League Lumberjacks: The Mervis Family kept 
hockey alive in Muskegon when in 2010 they brought in a 
dormant USHL franchise to become the latest edition of the 
Lumberjacks. Following the completion of the 2012-13 
season, the Mervis family decided to turn the USHL 
ownership guard over to two sets of brothers that are no 

Today: The Phantoms recorded the team’s 850th franchise 
game on March 14, 2021.  Since the team’s first organized 
men’s league game at Rivertown Sports back on 
September 13, 2002, the team has played in every season 
and has not taken a break from playing all year round.  In 
2020 and 2021, the team, as well as all other men’s 
leagues throughout the State of Michigan, had their season 
‘paused’ for a few months due to Covid, but have since 
restarted.  The Phantoms are currently a Sunday night 
Men’s League team at Walker Ice & Fitness.  In addition to 
the Phantoms, the group of friends and teammates that 
make up the actual Phantom team, have continued their 
passion for the game of hockey on other team’s during the 
18.5 year history of the team.  The Lakeside Locomotives 
(Lakeshore Sports Center team) and Zombie Hockey 
(Walker Ice & Fitness Center team) are a couple of the 
teams that feature many Phantom players playing on 
additional nights of the week.      
 
 
Black vs. Gray:  In 2014, the Phantoms in an effort to 
create a different feel and expand the experiences of it’s 
players began playing in a handful of specialty games 
against other men’s league teams at the Van Andel Arena 
in Grand Rapids each year.  Those games, which help 
benefited the Grand Rapids Griffins Youth Foundation 
charity, allowed players the experience playing on the same 
ice as the Griffins and added a new experience to the team.  
With the extremely high popularity of these specialty 
games, the team decided to stop playing against other 
men’s league teams at the Van Andel Arena and bring the 
whole experience in-house and field enough players to form 
two teams to play against each other in these specialty 
games.  Since then, the Phantoms have had the privilege of 
playing at the Joe Louis Arena twice, Little Caesars Arena’s 
Practice Rink twice, Little Caesars Arena’s Main Ice, 
Kalamazoo’s Wings Stadium Main Ice and L.C. Walker 
Arena/Mercy Health Arena three times.  During these 
games, the group of individuals that sign up are divided into 
two groups based on a player draft conducted a couple 
weeks prior to help balance the teams.  Each team will 
either wear the Phantom gray jersey (primary jersey), 
Phantom black jersey (secondary jersey) or Phantom 
yellow jersey (original jersey) to help celebrate the history of 
the team and proudly represent the team’s history while 
spending the afternoon with friends.          
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strangers to the junior hockey industry in owners Ronald and 
Joel Friedman along with Chris and Peter Ferraro, who were 
dedicated to continue the rich hockey tradition in the 
downtown Muskegon area. 

In 2016, Dan Israel purchased the franchise, and has 
invested heavily in the team and the Muskegon community. 
In Israel's first season as owner, the team not only broke 
records for wins, points, goals allowed and goals scored in a 
single season, but also set a new standard in attendance. 
Today, the team continues to proudly carry the torch for the 
Port City's proud hockey tradition. In 2018, Bob Kaiser was 
brought into the ownership group after watching his son, 
Bobby, have a successful career on the ice here in 
Muskegon. 

Legends live on in the hallowed hockey halls of the 
LC Walker Arena.  Ghosts of Muskegon greats cheer on their 
brethren who still pass through the tunnel every night to 
proudly wear the Muskegon sweater in front of faithful fans. 

 
 
 
 
Team Website: More information, history, stats, photo 
galleries and more can be found on the team’s website at 
www.WestMichiganPhantoms.com or 
www.WMPhantoms.com.  You can also follow our team on 
facebook at ‘West Michigan Phantom Hockey’. 

 

L.C. WALKER ARENA bECAME MERCY HEALTH ARENA IN 2020 
The Mercy Health Arena was originally built in 1960 at a cost of $2 million dollars following a very generous gift from 
Muskegon industrialist and philanthropist Louis Carlisle Walker.  The facility carried the name LC Walker Arena until 
January 1, 2020 when it was changed to Mercy Health Arena.  Mr. Walker’s legacy in Muskegon was far greater than the 
arena facility that he helped build – his major contributions to local amenities stand as one of the reasons we have so many 
one-of-a-kind cultural and recreational opportunities in our great community: The Muskegon Museum of Art, the Muskegon 
State Park, Pere Marquette Park, and dozens of playfields represent just a small piece of his foresight and generosity.  For 
that reason, the LC Walker Muskegon Area Sports Hall of Fame was constructed in his honor in 2020, and is housed at 
Mercy Health Arena.  In 2019, Mercy Health Arena underwent a significant renovation – adding restaurants, executive 
suites, club seating, loge seating, new party decks, and new restrooms.  On game day, thousands of people join in and 
enjoy the family and party atmospheres.  Even if you are not into hockey, football, or soccer, there is much to do and see in 
the arena on gameday. Today, The Mercy Health Arena is one of downtown Muskegon’s most vibrant year-round 
attractions.  The facility is home to the Muskegon Lumberjacks of the United States Hockey League, the West Michigan 
Ironmen of the American Arena League (football), and the Muskegon Risers of the Major Arena Soccer League II, and the 
Muskegon Risers Women’s Team.  Mercy Health Arena is Muskegon’s hub for youth hockey and figure skating.  The facility 
is home to the Muskegon Junior Lumberjacks and the West Michigan Shoreline Figure Skating Club.  Mercy Health Arena 
also host a number of recreational hockey leagues for players of all ages, skills, and abilities. The arena is also home to 
dozens of annual non-sporting events: concerts, graduation ceremonies, job fairs, circuses, and much more.  The arena 
was built on a site of a former Plumb’s supermarket, which is actually the former L.C. Walker Arena Annex, now used by 
Peak Performance, an athletic training and rehabilitation center. 

 

LEARN MORE AbOUT MERCY 
HEALTH ARENA: 

https://mercyhealtharena.com 
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