
 

STATEMENT FROM WEST MICHIGAN PHANTOM HOCKEY GENERAL MANAGER 

 

“As the West Michigan Phantoms and our network of affiliate teams near three months of no hockey as a result of 
the COVID19/Coronavirus outbreak, we as well as everyone hope for the day that life, activities and sports can 
return to normal.  What that new normal will look and feel like is yet to be seen.  As of May 25, 2020, 
approximately 97,669 people across the United States have lost their lives in part due to COVID19, of those 
approximately 5,240 are from Michigan.  Currently, our governor in Michigan has extended the Stay at Home order 
until June 12, 2020.  With that order in effect, it is hard for our rinks to develop a plan for reopening yet alone 
decide how to handle the current recreational seasons that the Phantoms, Locomotives and Zombies are engaged 
in.  Currently, no rink has outlined any plan for return to action or has made any statements concerning a canceling 
of a season which would be followed by some sort of refund policy.  We all hope a ‘Puck Drop’ can occur soon, but 
we are in a state in which has had a strict lock-down policy in affect during this outbreak and makes our return of 
our pastime difficult to plan for.  Once announcements or decisions are made from Walker Ice & Fitness and 
Lakeshore Sports Center, we will pass the information on.   

In terms of our friends and teammates during the past few months, we are happy to present some good news 
concerning some of our jersey-wearing family.  From the Lakeside Locomotives, Ray Schelhas (wife Miranda) are 
expecting their second child to be born this week (due date is May 28th).  On the Phantom front, Kyle Clark (wife 
Jenna) are expecting their first baby boy on/around July 6th.  Dan Datema (wife Emily) and baby Jane are doing fine 
at nearly five months and Andrew Erickson (wife Laura) and baby Vyla are doing fine at nearly two months.  In non 
baby news, Zach Kinney and fiancé Kathryn recently moved into a new house in North Muskegon.    

On the hockey operations side of the news, just over half of the medals for those who played in the Kalamazoo 
Black vs. Gray have been mailed out.  For those players and referees who have not submitted their mailing address 
to me, please text/email your address so I can send out your medal.      

With all of the big concerts and events being canceled as a result of the COVID19 virus, one event has not been 
canceled as of yet.  The Phantoms are still planning on holding PhantomFest this summer.  While the original plan 
of returning PhantomFest to Nautys in Muskegon is still intact, it would be subject to any restrictions that the State 
of Michigan has in affect at that time for bars.  In the event there are restrictions that would limit the number of 
people at any bar in the state during the time of Phantomfest, the Phantoms will shift venues.  The team is 
currently working on a plan to hold the annual team party outside in the Grand Rapids area if state restrictions at 
bars are in place.  More information on Phantomfest will be released in the coming weeks, with a final decision 
expected to be released in early July.” 

Kevin Wootton 
Phantom Hockey General Manager 
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