
 

STATEMENT FROM WEST MICHIGAN PHANTOM HOCKEY GENERAL MANAGER 

 

“Having been sidelined from the rink for over three months, many are excited to return to the ice and resume 
playing and watching the sport that we all love.  As the Phantoms and Zombies prepare to return to Walker Ice & 
Fitness, there will be some changes that the teams will be implementing, as well as the rink in an effort to keep 
everyone safe.  We understand that the Covid19 virus has changed the way we live and as hockey and other areas 
of our life begin to reopen, we need to change and adopt our normal until a cure or vaccine is developed.  There is 
no easy button and there is no 100 percent sure way to eliminate all risk of catching Covid19, but there are plenty 
of things we can do together to drastically reduce our chances.  The knowledge surrounding COVID-19 is constantly 
changing and circumstances are different based on geographic region.  We all want our lives to return to “before 
COVID,” but don’t expect things to be “business as usual” in the immediate future. At this time, it’s especially 
important that we continue to listen and follow the guidelines and suggestions issued by the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), state and local officials, as well as USA Hockey listed below:    

 Players/Fans with symptoms or signs of illness are strictly advised not to enter the premises and to seek 
medical assistance. 

 Phantoms have instituted a ‘Bring Your Own Beer’ or BYOB policy until further notice.  This will eliminate a 
large amount of players all touching the same surface/cooler.  Players are encouraged to each bring their 
own mini-cooler and keep within the confines of their equipment bag. 

 Players need to bring and label their own water bottles, no sharing of water. Use hockey tape or duct tape 
to display the players name and only touch/drink from your own bottle.  This will eliminate sharing. 

 Player’s towels are for their personal use only. It is encouraged to bring multiple towels—one to wash/dry 
with, one to sit on and one to place your feet on while changing in the locker room.  This will place a barrier 
between you and the rink surfaces while in the locker room.  Do not share towels with other teammates. 

 All trash (including beer cans), need to be put into garbage or into your own equipment bag. 
 Players are encouraged to keep all of their equipment, clothing, supplies in their equipment bag, not to use 

locker room bench or locker room hooks. 
 Players are encouraged to pay electronically (Paypal, CashApp, Venmo) among teammates for items such as 

rink rental fees and are encouraged to pay the rink via Credit Card (not cash) for league fees, hockey tape, 
supplies.  Eliminates highly touched surfaces or objects.   

 Limit locker room use as much as possible.  Don’t wander around the locker room, stay in your spot with 
above mentioned towels, limit touching of public surfaces. 

 Bring your own Lysol, Anti-bacterial soap or other disinfectant and spray bathroom seats, handles, sink, air 
dryers before and after use; wash hands after touching public surfaces. 

 Work together to spray locker room bench, ice rink bench and door/bench handles down before warm-ups. 

6/23/20: RETURNING TO HOCKEY; PRECAUTIONS & SAFETY 



 As space allow, have players appropriately physically distanced and use full locker room and bench. 
 Fans are encouraged to spread out in the stands 
 Only Players allowed in locker rooms, no fans, no-non playing players allowed in locker rooms. 
 Promote strict hand hygiene (hand washing and sanitizer dispensers) before and after hockey.  
 Locker room door to remain OPEN before and after game to eliminate high touch surface. 
 Encourage players and fans to minimize their time in or around the facility before/after event. 
 Have players wear footwear (sandals, shoes, etc.) when in the locker room, including shower.  
 Remind players and fans to follow physical distancing guidelines when entering/leaving the facility. 
 Players to disinfect helmets, sticks and skates after each training session. 
 Wash cloths (jerseys, pant shells, socks and gloves) after each session. (Cold water for jerseys). 
 Eliminate handshakes and hugs for goal celebrations, shutouts and after the game; consider fist bumping.  
 Recommend that fans wear a mask while at facility. 
 Recommend that players wear a mask while entering the facility, in locker rooms and while exiting facility. 
 No spitting on the rink, bench, locker room. 
 Be sure to cover your cough/sneeze or to use sleeve.   

Within the coming days, additional safety measures will be implemented by Walker Ice & Fitness.  Those will be 
added to this press release when made public.  

 

As conditions and requirements vary throughout regions across the country, our best advice — as mentioned 
above — is to follow state and local government guidelines and recommendations from the CDC. Until COVID-
19 is either eradicated, a vaccine is developed, or a cure is found, there is no way of completely eliminating the 
risk of infection. We’re thankful to all involved on the frontlines in helping us through this pandemic. 
Remember that we can contribute to helping eliminate COVID-19 by doing these three things:  
1. Physical Distance 2. Wash Hands 3. Clean Surfaces 

 

  

Kevin Wootton 
Phantom Hockey General Manager 
 

 
 
 


